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Arena

ETTIMG up an Infer-
view with fashion
deaigners Domenico
Diolce and Stefanc
Gabbona is a night-
mare. Until the
minute, the appolntment
time s changed and the
venoe fs undecided Then
they offer halfl an inierview
— Stefine will talk, Domen-
loo won't. Then thoy relent.
Next they refuse o hawve
thelr pholographs taken. |
ﬂﬂih’: :; Hdl'rl:nr'll to ﬂ]ﬁiﬁ'
the conple ¥
lish. Bul. :immwrd.ld I‘E
gel to asl.

In H,:E'ﬁm Egﬂnﬂhl‘ut‘nl
up & menico appears
.I'RHJ;? hnm;h[inl.e Etem

mrmn ¥ good

ing and charming and
Domenico, 38, is all in biack.
Carla Burzi, thelr PR lady
with raven halr, black IqE
Eam and coal Dolce &G

na (efl fop, translates.
This hinders spontanelty.

=Are you lovers as well aa
business partoers™ [ nsk
Enfo blah biah omore blnh
blah. “Ha ha ha* shrisks
Carln. Natter, natier, naiier
in Halinn, “Yes," comes the
cursary reply.

They dress Madonne (™a
friend™), Sting, David Bow-
i, Mick Jagger, Isabella
Rossellinl (“a wery
friend™), Julln Roborts, Hats lom property.
Moss (Tnot a good friond™ —
but they discoversd her),
Kim Basinger amd Brooke
Shields. In 15991 Dolcs &
Gabbana — ns they are
Enown In labelspeak — wire

dubbed Italy's hottest fash-

“After four
years nothing can be bod any
more inkess you use micro-

wave,” says Stelano,
Thelr 1004 worldwide fum-
over was [868 milllon, an
of 81 por cent over
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the previous year. “Hritlsh
sales, buonlbsime,” smays Ste
fano. (They love RBritlsh
fashibon. What the young do
here pets taken wp in New
York and Milan, they say.)
How, 11 years after starting,
they're manufacturin
mecessories, perfime an
famishings oo, Where do
they stand] besbde Armand
YVoraaee and Valentino?
“We're just chickens.” says
Domenica,

“Like thelr nephows,”
S foday ths hetr

ey open i

st H-:-Ttl:-h store, In Skoans
Street. Armed with high
heels, wielding long patond
boots and ghud-
ded belts, Stefnno and
Dumenios will Aght In the
fromt line of the Bond Stroet
versus Sioane Sireet hatile

ih fed
h‘hmﬁgh .gﬂ“h hj

in the Internathomal I-hrn.td
Tribune this wesk.

Army headquarters is
three floors of decorated
sandstons, opaqualy e
ool ferri rossa paste]
cehre walls, and launeh

“.rtg soldlers from

ichael, MNaoml Camphe
and the Le Bons 1o Amanda
do Cadenet.

iu.'al A few red patont
ieeled steps [rom
Préln. maich. “Bond Stroet
is too status for us,™
explains Domenico. It's
what this month's ¥
duiba the MNew Snoblery, ”
Snoda eli o thelr

chain ll|:1lll.'b:\€'r %I‘
Snobs, identified only by
oognoscent!, awlng pl;:q.iu.-
Pradn ones discresily. The
polnt Is (hat New Snoba
spurm obwvious displays of

stnlum

clieniy® showroom, day
after Guocel sclon Maurizio
was shol oo the sireets of
Milan. “Maomma mis™ s
Stefano. "All the fashlon
workl s really shocked. We
dlidn’t know him E:mnnllr
Hix was not & social persan,
h'l-l wia very intimate.
Om the wall is an lmposing
antlque gilt frame contaln-
Steflamin

ing a bra. Tha
has sald, is like a ey
box, prodecting the most pre

cloos part of & woman. “Wa
love the most feminine
attribotes of the women,
ke thelr breasts. The sym-
bod of matemnity and eroti
elgm, Maybi becatise i our
droama we would like o ba
Lh therm,* e "
& Gabbana have
the ook of (hisculi-
gul lialian fashion with
thelr fronje clothes, which
draw inspiration [from

Terrible twins
from Outer
Underwearland

bordellos and pornography.
Domenico says they e not
prececupbed with sex. =li's
an important part of e and
has to be evaloated

seriously.”
Stefano denfes they peddia
chie par phy. °T nover

show anything Yeu will
never so¢ a woman without
n.unm-uqu I want to show
but not see.

Thelr autumn eoliection
has women In men's ailor
ing and men who have plin-
diered the wardrobes of Gar-
cin Lorca and Salvador Dali.
(“In this moment being
trendy is not trendy. We
have gone outside fashion™
- Mian, 1998.) But
their trademark I8 under.
m;nrunuitn\'ﬁr&r

r autumn ‘ve also
Ehewr bassthers and corsets
underneath erotlc litile
black  see-through dresses

o black
boots, “We're talking about
rich women who have
little to do nnd hoves &an & :l]“
tude that Is a bit
godomising.”
n:plnjnl Carla,
for Stefane. Sodo-
mising? "Moo, o
distic, but In a
chic way.™
i= brings ua
to Madonns She
rejecied Jean-
Faul Gaultier,
designer of the
famous conleal
brn, in favour af
Dalce & Gabbana
to deslgn the oos
tumes for her
Gir Ii-f: tour.

“The Washington Post
fald we woére ARgEry
Madonna didn’i pay
invoices,” smys Stefano. “Hut
the clothes were o present
we gave her. We never aeked
for maney."

What aboul the material
Eﬂ What siories do they

ve ko (ell? Dramatic pause.
=She likes n:lnlr.lrmn silcks
and o, lies St
fano. It's hard to tell If bes
belng tronle.

And what of Brooke
Shiclds? Isabelln Rossoiling?
Eate Moss? “Tho funniest
ihing is that these wome all
i1 inio the same dress.” oon
fides Domenico. “11's a mirs-

B0 how
important is fhahlon? “It's
our life, not our work™
m:lha Domenloo, Is any-

hnmrr.mt than
“The number one 15
hnlm.lnﬂ.lhtnlhhhf
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it out. When you do,
call 081 963 5555 for a

chance to win £5,000




