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The Girlie
Show girlie
who tries

0 hard to

shock us

ARAH CAWOOD. the new
presenter ol Channel 4's out-
rageous The Girlie Show, is
smoking cigarettes over
breakfast and wearing a heavy dose
of lipstick, futly made-up eyes, dyed
red hair, purple. crushed velvet bell-
bottoms and a black lace top.

It’s 8.3dtam and she says she has
never had breakfast this early
hefore.

In keeping with The Girlie Show's
shocking reputation, Sarah, 24,
revealed at the Press launch of the
new series that she had pierced her
nipple. had her first snog at 15. lost
her virginity at 20 and harbours a
fantasy to have sex in the rain,

She also divuiged a penchant for
white cotton underwear and
responded prettily and publicly that
she didn't give a s*** about such
intimate details being shared wilh
the nation.

In one interview, Sarah posed
raunchily. sitting on a lavatory. She
was smokKing a cigarette, wearing
bools and little eise bar a smoulde: -
ing look, Well okay, she did have a
tiny leather mini skirt and halte:-
neck toprand leoked as if she'd been
clubbing all n ght. but ver: gel th
picture,

We meet in d lashionable brasse
rie in Nerth iondon. Saral, who
alse presents Nickelodeon and o
new music ad video show, Video-
teque, already has an agent who
worn't lei her do mterviews at home.
Very starry. that.

She speaks al a breathless “yoof
broadcasting” pace, but with a culti-
vated. lacy street cred kind of
accent and uscs {’Xpl'c-‘i.‘ii(”’lh such us
“wicked” “in yer face”, “hezzie
friend” and “ain't”. She alse says:
“My mother bates fhe way [ talk
now, She keeps telling me to speak
properiv.

Channel 4 has defied its crivies by
declaring that 1he new series ol The
Girlie Show will be as mischievous
as the lus:.

The programme’s other present
ers are Sara Cox. who fantasises
about 1equila snd trishees, and les-
bizn Rachel Williums, who sucks
her thumb and has a tattoo on her
buttocks 1ade hy girlfriend Alice.

Sarah i~ veplacing Clare Gorbam,
who left the series - after waxing o
man’s bottom and judging o sexy
fireman’s contest -~ claiming that
she found it se humiliating  tha
she'd go home orving.

TWe o can embarrass ourselves
much more i the privacy of o

SHE has a pierced nipple, had her first kiss at 15

and fantasises about sex in the rain.

CAROLINE PHILLIPS finds out if Sarah Cawood,
the new presenter of Channel 4’s late-night youth
programme, is as outrageous as she appears.

own homes,” savs Sarah. “I put a
cup of lea in the fridge last week.

“The programme 15 fantastic. It
epilomses what I'm ahout. It's
about girls having fun. girls being
together. girls being out togethe:
girlied out of their minds. It's about
having a laugh and not caring what
anyone thinks. as long as you donn
tread on anvone's toes or spill your
drink on anvone”

Sarah pterced ner stomach and
weats pink cut glass in her navel,
She pierced her lelt nippie two
years ago. siter her vear's contract
as o dancer in Phantorm Of The
Opera wasy'l renewed,

“Iowus so peeved | owanted to
shock thew. " expiains Sarah, whoe
was raised i Lincolnshire. °T went
back 1o show them what Hd done. |
pulled up s shert and saad. Look
Al the garde pulied faces and said,
gl gross’ Tve raken iF oul now,
But it was teaily painful for a long
time and a Wt of hasiie. . piereing
takes ages 1o hweal ”

Pev as hard as she might to hide
it Sarah was ¢ bright chiid. Gram-
mar schooi-edacated  and  the
daughtor of an vt nese and throat

GLOSS FINISH: Surab paints u piciure of a giri you wouddn’ take home Lo mothoer

surgeon, she gained 10 GCSEs,
mostly A and B grades. At 16, she
left and went to the Royal Ballet
School. “I used to skive off to go to
sleep in the afterncon, then get
dolled up and go to a rock club and
stay up 'til three and have three
hours sleep.” She was kicked out
alfter a year.

Despite her best efforts, other
background details about Sarah are
as outrageous as CHIf Richard.

ES, she started smoking aged

i 15 and has fallen over drunk a

couple of times. Yes, she stays
up all night and goes to clubs called
ihe Big Kahunaburger. Yes, she
goes to lots of gigs and has seen
[.iam — ooh, swoon — but she has
never spoken to him hecause.
apparently, “he's always 10 sheets
iv the wind”.

Bui she's not a lesbiun. I never
had 1the urge,” she explains, Sarah
doesn't really wanr tc have sex in
the rain, saying: “It's just a nice
Wea” And she doesi't even have a
colourful past where her sex Life is
concerned,

“I was dead unpopular with the
boys when 1 was at school” she

SMOULDERING: Cawood, and
below, with Cox and Williams

says. “i was far too busy dancing.”
In Yact. her worst crime is to have
eaten a packet of crisps in the
supermarket before she reached the
check-eur

The sitlie Show returns next Fri-
day at 11.05pm for a second series.
with a iopless bungee jump over
The Tharmes by curvy Christine Sal-
ata. who romanced Jack Nicholson.

Sarah. despite presenting « show
that promises bra-busting entertain-
ment, wouldn’t do the same.

“Nah." she says, dragging an her
cigarette, “[ don’t think my boobs

‘My mother
hates the
way | talk.
She keeps
telling me

to speak
properly.
And |l can be
really crazy
— lputa
cup of tea in
the fridge
last week’

would stand up for it.” Nor would
she romance Jack. “Urgh, a bit old
for me, | like "'em young.”

The new series will also featwe
Natural Born Gorillas, a showcune
for super-hairy men to show off
their ape-like bodies, “l don't realiy
like hairy men. But I'd like to see
how hairy Liam is. Potentially. he
looks very hairy.”

E ARIL told by C4's publicity
department that Sarah is ai}
set 1o “high-kick some ass™.

She explains: “That's because T had
to karate chon the camera. 1 wis
doing a iink to the high-kicking
nuns. They're karate-chopping nar s
who are wicked and run o soun
kitchen ir Flarlem and have learng
karate te profect themselves. i s
good because nuns aren’® going -
carry guns. sre they?”

Sarah i cunvinced the cottar.
climate is soi for The Girlie “haow
The Spice magazine, & sort of Girlie
Show on saper, has just beet
launched. The Spice Girls sre on
everyone's ips.

And, like the Spice tnrls, The
Girlie Show i about githies doing
exactly what they want,

The programme heraids a4 new
era of babe power, This it ferminisin
late Ninetics-stvle. 10s all abond pur-
ting girls «i. top, about suying rud.
words. as well as aboul being eng.
NEETS alc = renauts,

This is fernimism with ghittesy e
stick. And Harali has erbraced o
with all the fetvour and passion of
an idealistc 0w convert




