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Law and disorder of the Bath

He's 656 next month, but the peer

with a penchant for polygamy still

dreams of siring children on

the wrong side of the blanket

HE AIR is chose with the smell
of sweaty old fesl and
unwashed plates. He has

i slniped bedsheeta, pillows with

redl hearts, lopsided posters of

Monet and Manet. screaming
pink. vellow and red paint work and a
-:qlEﬂ'm.hrd full of blouses wilh ouRces,
frifls, embrokdery and twirls, I could be &
habemian student squal. But his doorbell
en the Fifties hlock stales simp “Raih®.

This W the Lomdon heme ke Tth
Marguess of Hath. Alexander Thynm, B4,
dubbed the Loins of Longkeat in refer
ence to his muliifarious rofmantic i6ter-
et and the safmri lioms af his CI150
milion, 10.000 pore Elizabethan stately
home in Wilishire. As well as palygamy
— he has had o wilelet for every year al
him Jile — be | known for bis pantheism
anad reghoRalisnm.

A1 Longbeat, he b balldi u Simr
Trek-siyle nipaeting  hall with Aviag
magcers and other ®oi-0l rappengs; has
commissioned Thynnhenge, a il slee
replica of Stonehenge for CORCErls
paints murals of ancesiors’ and wilelets
heads: opened Oscar's nighichub; and
offers satellite television to his goriliss
*Cine plays up every glmmick to make
peopbe visll,” says Lord Bath

He's & lalloping bear of a man in bare
fewl, wearing o party shirt, enrring. long

fey Hamip, beard spd endearingly
riecmlly and diffdent look. He has |1J.|E
ke eyves, a kind face. crinkics his nose
cxpressively and turns his head when |
talk because he's somewhal deal

He speaks FEmginLy. I-'Iil-rrll'cg.]ju (1]
with curious emphasis. as in: “Would you
-kah wine, sherry aw-wah vodikea™ I’
Ilam and he reappears with his own
farge tumble '||E||| g over with red
wine, refilling it instamly each ume s
finished. *I've halved the amound | drink
since my doctor told me my biver was
swiollen and 1'd et cirrhosis,” he says

Much has happened in his life
recently. 'We haven't mel since before
1y wg‘“-n. his Lather, the Gl Margusss
of Bath, died. There was much enmay
between the two and be fell rejected by
his faiher whom he fell doubled his
abilithes. <1 feel a kot of freedom since be
dhied. | don feel | have 16 Dp-los Arownd
any looger,” says Lord Bath. *But | dont
wanl to dwell on his death becanse |
smoulder with anger when | think of
things he lefl 1o be discovered afier he
died.” He refuses resclutely to elaboraie.

He says the funeral af his brother,
Valentine, who committed sulcide was
for swidder. “He hung himsell with a
bedspread during the great drowght in
1976, I'd bailed him oall of his subsimptial
gnmiding debts. The third time his bas-
Ti=s wWeni hrnnﬁ anad his marriage failed,
he fell it wasn | so good af life.”

ORD Hith's seews were diametri-
cally “-FIIHH'I_I 16 his Lalhvers Lord
Path s a Liberal Domocrat. Bug
his father was @ Fascial, oullected

Flatleptana and consbdered Hitler a #ood
prrsan. “He really admbred Hiskers ruth-
I micwn, Diked elitism and hated depocs
T

si%w." How did hin failer view e Holo-

T *He wais antb-Semitic.” Lord Baih
erlales. *He used e say, D we n-.::l:.-
bbiewe iF v o8 Bakl as they saad” amsd
Whiat's & Tew million Jews? ™ He looks
horribly uscormlon slhde

Lia o lesser nole. sanoe Basl wWe el
Laid Bath was i conr lasl June, ned
500 for assanldl. "1 was deessed b & party
t igreen caflan wiilh meirrors] and

L
somwebhady in ihe sireel Wwas grossly
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affensive to me.” e syn “He gestiou-
lated and called o, ‘you pssod. you
pecwd.”

Later Lord Haih ssw fhe man he
Cheimighl to be his sssaibant. “He bodaked
guilty as he walked by, =0 | gave him &
|.|||.'|ﬂ-r ol cuffs amndd he lookhed aboul 1o
punch, &0 | pusched him,” he says. "IF's
gwrful thatl he turned ol b e The Wihong
. | heard alerwards that e was oeal
and hadnt sven heard me.” Lomd Bath
has hit people before for being abusive
“If it had een Che mght person, | Feed it
wioridd have been (e OITedl response.
W'ns he suffering from paranoial ~“That's
irredevand.®

E HAS also had problems with
Ceawlin :fmm:-unr-.-d Saw-lim,
YViscount W eymouwth, his Z2-vear:

old son and helr. Last .*.i'll'lr Vis-
count Weymouth lost his girifriend and
besi friend in an explosion in a New
Dkl howiel, He suffered a dislocated
neck vertebra and acule emotionsl dis
tress and decided o abandon his waniver-
sty degree. “He shut himsell off emo-
rhonally and has been vague and viftoally
lisgless skmee the accldent. Mow he's
showing signs of improving.™
Lord Bath has been married (0 ARns
Gael, 8 Hungarian journalist, for I8
years. “] date oOr marriage from when
we slaried living together, 38 yeam ago
In those imitisl 10 years she marmed B
Frenchman, but [ don't ever count (hal."
S0 why &id he marry Anna® =] was 17
and beginning o worry greatly that |
was unmarriageable, particularly once |
sinted my views on family.” (Umn E.rh'if
amry mnd wanting an extended family
with lots of chikiren by his wifelets.)
“We had o good relstionship, despite
her being mamied. 5o 1 said, ‘Can we nol
get somerthing going where we're af beast
Eetting sode sons and heirs? Once we'ne
over that hurdle, we can think later
ahanut b we gt the rest ol the relalbon-
ship working.” He finlshes his third
tiimbier of wine, “Chr I'll'l'-ll:lﬂn'lhl.p i
very fierce somelimes. When she was
young she threw things al me, on oBe
mrrasinn Fusvian porcelain of some
vl Mo Lomagleat.™ Thery o hahit ane
week in four, and the rest of the tine the
muirvl van lives in Paris. 10 wouibkd be

dilicial fon o 1o b under the strain al
Ervhngg woitls heer &l (he Tl

He bkes o have s wifelets on his
eafafe, bl carrenily has only ope
A s fodesnnt when she meeds Soime-

ame | Woonw weefl, Bl Prtrﬁ'h mod Do | ke
thie ibea of o [amily where they all get on
anad oe is nol having to be things o

one persaon.” | ||:||;H,:|.|]]l_ over @ Jaear
spin, e hasn't prodoeced the (legitimate
children he desires. “This is & Tailare. Bl

whcel | read miv |1r|.|rTI-l|.i. 1 see the lime
pal dm by amy il trving o ged pregnant

LORD OF MISRULE: Master of Lomgleat, a E150 millicn stately home, Lord Bath s conlent to Al his bohemlan London Nat with mondascript postess

is wotually very small.”™ He sxys, baugh
imgly. that he's oversexed. “Truthiully I'd
bee kespd froem feeling randy by having sex
twice m weel. Bl | woulds't be wormied i
| weni & weekh withoul.”" He smiles
“Thies in e bed wasn't thal rare. Bt
've never had ihe mumber ['d have
Hied,”

This & &an odd environment in which
to have radsed his children Lenka, 27
and an associate producer, and Ceawlin
whose job is "exploring financial devel
opment”. They Llived al Longleal even
when he marchioness was in Paris. “I1
wis difficull getting nannkes. We'd offer
them the job and they'd urn us Gown.
Whasi was ihe effect of his wifebels on his
children? *1 dom't think Anna ever Dold
thiem it was ieal” Does e really think
that his was the mode]l way (o bring ap
children? “I'd say one of the deal ways,”
he sgys, tersely

When Ceawlin left his comprehensive
school and wenl to Bedales, Lord Bath
wid upsel. Them he was expelled for

senoking cannabes. "I wasnt mine bl |
dare say ii belonged to sofmeons who'd
besen staying.” Lord Bath had instructed
his children about the drugs e has tried.
“LSD when | was writing my novel and
peeded to make ihe lord inbo a dirug
pididici, apd I'll smoke pol Gnd ke
cocaine and mahjoun which is like jam
fram Morooon,” Lord Bath wormes aboutl
whai Ceawlin will do when he iBhénts
Longleat: “He hopes hell be wealihy
enough not to have lo hove the peubilic.”

ORD Bath's own chikdhoosd wasn T

pleasant, He was bought up by
I Innn:nm in & remote part of the

hoige. "My childhe wias  baor
ing." He recalls being beaten, aged 15, by
his fmiher for washing the dog on ihe
lincleum. His mother is Daphne Fielding
ishe wrote The Duchess of Jermyn
Sereet) and his parents divorced when he
was 21, “My mother had other relation
ships then my father staried having
them, [t was frictional.” Nometheless, be

‘Oversexed?
Three in the
bed wasn't
that rare.
But | have
never had
the number |
would have
liked’

shirwed promise a1 Eton whiefe b wias
m member al the elite prefect society Pop

and a8 an afficer in the Lile Guards
theni rewd PPE ol Oxford, gradusting
wilh u third

He Becafie unconventional ns a stand
mgainst his father. *] was being swepl
asjde by someone who didn’ e ratmnad
anything.~ Oddly his polygamy probahly
s iks rosobs in the Fert he fell when his
inther wenl off with his stepmother: “He
dide't feel he owed us anylhing. that o
was suddenly more convenlent bo go off
with the woman he was in love with,” he
says, trembling. “1 dechded | would never
malke Hie Hioe thal for my chibdren.”

All these eplodes o r b Lard
Hath's aisloblogrphy — 1 -volumes ans
mr;mT: mitllu:ﬂ'ﬁr:.rl'-lh so far; l-itﬁrl-l-l::'l'
Ingly, v I press CERES irlo
i l— inlmﬂnr publication anoe every-
one in i is dead Before wriling his
sulchlography. he commits his thoughts
o & journal, "Like a bove letier to
mysell.” He shows it to me very meloc-
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tantly. The firsl words | see are “my
p.u.jnnu" “That relales (0 my personal
iy, Having been persculed by my fam-
ily who didn't see the way | fined in with
them, [ keep o good record of "

B THE ook | find a character called
Chfs. Could this be Lord Bath's
estranged brother. evicied from Lon-
al on e death of their Eather? =1
sddenly remembered Chris was in the
roam,” i reads, “and might be offended
thiat his wibe was firting with me.” Chris
then accuses Lord Bath ol havieg conjo
al relations with his : Vo,
uchs Lord Hath.®] rm:ﬁ;‘rr the imci-
dent.” Mext comes, “Hunning for God,
when Abmmnder discovers e has been
resurrected. ™ Hid if furns ool Lo Be just &
chapter of one of his novels.

Lord Bath is shrewd, seli-absorbed,
exiciinble and articulate. Sincers, inlense,
alfectbonute and affable. But is I'II masc’
*1 don t think therés & question 1o
ETENWTET.
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