WANTED

Are you a young graduate? Do you want (o
iravel? Do you have an Eastern European

language! i be discreet? Due (o rapidly
expanding workload, small import/export
BEENCY requines s1all, 17 interesied, wrnite in
strictest confidence 1o Box 007

THE STYLE MAGAZINE FIRST SUNDAY EVERY MONTH



You can’t apply for the job,
you don’t even know you're a candidate.
Then the brown envelope arrives;
inside there’s an invitation to an
interview. Congratulat

Someone, somewhere, wants y be a spy

18

n & Regency house just off the Mall, a man
weanng an MOC e sits behind an enor-
mous mahogany desk. On the other side af
the desk 18 a amvy=-Suried sirawberry blonde
Suffice 1o sy her name is Carmills

The man questions her aboui ber hobbies
and Carmilla ansvers sasly enough. Then he
suddenly slips in & question about Middle
Eastern potitscs. His manner remains redaxed but
emotionless, but Camilla is unnerved, sensing a
menacing undercurrent

‘He was bemng very nice, but it soon became
clear that everylhing was dstegned Lo inlimadate
from the grand noom to the sz of the desk 1o the
fudden swilches in the conversation.

Carmilla i being interviewed [or a pob, but this
is 8 cunious interview as she hasn't applied for the
wob, mor has ibhe been tobd what 11 . “I1's a cun-
ous feeling to ke summoned Lo an intervies when
you haven't apphed for anythung.” she says. “You
feel vulpnerable, because the implication is that
they know o greal deal aboul you, withoul yoar
hawing told them.”

The job ttle i never mentioned, Even if she
were jucoesiiul, she would pot be told what
the job was until she joined. They talk about
Camulla’s cultoral nieresizs, her academac
background (a good second from Oxford), and
about topcal events. [hen the miericwer
intimates that Camilla may have to make berself
allunng 10 men m order 1o “gel oo m the pob
such are the possible requirements if you aspire
to the ranks of Brmain's secrei servanis. It
transpires that Camilla was bemng interviewed to
become a spy for M6

MI6 = “the firm" (o its employees -~ posts its
secrel agents abroad, while M15 - ‘ithe office”’ -
concerns iisell with domestic surveillance and
counter-espionage. It B rumourad that MIS
recruits about 15 candidates a year, '..1'|.,:r|;_z e
with less good scademic qualifications, while
M4 offers o more tempting salary p.1.;l;ug: and
tends to recruil bright Oxbridge graduates

The miterview i esually broached m one of two
wiys. Either a potential candidate is approached
with nd pRor intrmation, by post, or lored wia the
university careers officers or academics

Camilla was approached the way most are. She
received what potential recruits commonly dub
‘the brown envelope, a mystenous letter on
Minkstry of Defence paper which simply informs
the recipeent that he or she “might be milerested 1n
working for us'. The recipient is requested to turm
op a1 & demagnated uwme al one of two hideaways
Stnictest confidentiality is demanded. He or she s
piked never (o lalk aboul the arcumstancss of
the interview, and at the interview the Official
secrels Act has (o be ugned

CQuentin, 8 boy with Adons-like looks who
siudied Classics ol Cambndpe, recerved R
brown emvelope. His uncle works for the Services,
and Quentin was headbay at his Catholie school,
buot he hardly seems classic spy material, as he is
frec-spirited and indiscrest.

Al the interview you ane asked never [0 speak
of what has bappenad — and if you join you can
never tell anyons what you do. Mot even your
wife. | think | would go mad,’ says Quentin.
Later he abbed the details of the interview (o all
his fmends. Most do.

Sandy. a Russian gradoate from Durham
Liniversity, was, on the other hand, approached
by the universaty carcers adwvisor. Several of the
aniversities have resident “talent” spotters who
SCTeED le,ml:l.a'. recrurtd and steer them towands a
double Bfe. In Sandy's case they were successiul
ahe josned ML

The carsers woman asked me whether [ would
be “mieresied 0 domg research Work for a
department that is not normally advertised. |
can { tell you what the work 15" .

Candidates who accept the invitation 1o the
interview — most do ool of curtesity — will find
themselves either in MI&"s recruitment HQ) in
Carlton Gardens, or in Gower Street or Curzon
Street where recruitment takes place for MIS
Carlton Gardens is the only glamorous HOQ.
MIZs HQ mm Curzon Street 5 a dull neo-
Georgian place, while the other hideaways - in
Crower Streel and MIb6's HO i Westminster
Bridge Road - are impersonal glass and concrete
blocks with Bovermmeni-issue nel curtains

Camilla felt decidedly uneasy there. ‘1 kepi
thinking ““What sort af person do they think |
am, that [ could be a spy™" | expect the fact that 1
worked in the Foreign Office during my “vear
off” and that my (ather works there, had some-
thing to do with it. Yet | am the least llkely
person (o be a gpy, bang clumsy and outspoken
It was considered a huge joke among my frends,
who thought | would be the perfect double
bluff.’

Quentin, the LCambndgpe graduate, dudn't
know what they were after. "It was very ocnie
They seemied to know & lot about me - abawt the
fnct that | had just returned from South Almca
and really precise detailh abooi university
SCrapes.

The mystery i unravelled by Sandy, (rom
first-hand expenience. “The mtake 15 broader than
the old days, when one simply “knew a chap™ or
was a personal Mrend of the founder, Kell. You
used to be much older when you jeined - you had
o go ofl and do somelhimg Erst

“Mow they are 8o short of suitable candidaies
ecanie SPYIOE seems bess glamorous, 80 they pet

REFOET BY CARDLINE FHILLIFS

you o poin straight from onovermily. Ion my
intake, there were quite a few people (rom red-
brick unrversibes, but the overall tone i stll nght
wing. The people | know who were approached
at Durbam were all middle class and public
school. And they were all bright

“What they are looking for i someons from a
stable background, someone who B conservative,
and probably Conservative, but they doa't like
peopie who are poliically active, leflt ar nght.’

But what are the characters who sign up reail)
hke? “Oddballs and soczal masfits,” says Sandy,
withouot & hint of self-irony, alter a year of work-
g there, “The people | was working with had
obscure degrees — they were lacklustre podants
who wouldn't it 1n anywhere else and couldn™
earn a living in competitive carcumstances. They
were inadequate, falled people who compensated
for their own shortcomings by working for the
SEcTel Service,

Apparently they ane the sort of people who feel
superior because of their acoess (o secret infor-
mation. They can look without being seen them-
selves, and they leel betier than everyone clse
because they act as judpe on them. They would

* am the least likely
person to be a spy,
being clumsy and

outspoken. My friends
thought I'd be the
perfect double bluff®

niod feel gquite so special if they were simply enves-
droppeng on (nends’ conversations or sneaking a
oK At thelr privais mau

Membersi of the Cral Serace CommEnog
oversee candidates whibe they tackle 1) tests on
words, numbers and diagrams and wnle feports
On another day, applicants pretend (o be
members of varous commitiees. mr_l. e
speeches on vanous topics, and there are ques-
tof-and-disCusiion groups

This is followed by a meeting with a psychol-
ogisl. "‘Mothing very searching wenl on.' s
Sandy. "He asked me lods of questions about my
childhood. His job is to check that you are stable
and that vou won't suddenly fly off the handle
and turn into & traitor. But his questions were
predty banal'

Fmally Sandy was confronted by a commities
of ten people from MI15 who questioned her to
ensure that they really wanted her

Meanwhile personal weiting (PV) ascertains
whether Lhe potenial spy has any skebetons i the
cuphoard - il he is banknept, uses drugs, has had
brushes with the law: il be i3 a member of un-
desirable organisations or has any offbeat sexual
predilectons hkely (0 make him a blackmail
vichim. “They asked me whether | had a gri-
friend,” grins Quentin. “| didn't at the time, 30
they asked me whether | had any girls who were
friends? It was pathetic.’

The PV squad wvismited vanous fnends of
Sandys. "One fmend showed me a photocopy of
the incredibly lengthy form she had o Al in
about me. One of the questions she was asked
was whether | was promiscuous. She told the
man that | wasn't af all: that | had only had two
boyinends in the preceding six months
“Hmmm." he replied, " promiscuoos™.’

It took a vear [rom the day Sandy was frst
approached 1o the day she joined. The first four
monlhs o0 the pid were taken up with tranmg —a

tint round the vanows departments, kearning the

fyilem, Bow 10 dedl wath the mevitable moand all
paperwork and how (o identifly suspocts. Then
she was given a popular posung concerned with
uncovenng KGE agents and political extremisis
15 Brlamg

*It sounds thrlling, and sometimes it was,' she
fayi. Un oa Dypecal day, you wouwld be pong
through transcripts of phone-tapped matenal
Oeeasionally you would piek something up. Bul
the real subversives are intelligent enough nod to
talk on the phone

‘Most of the tme the Russans are talking o
their wives about the grocery bill or the videos
they are buying. They are obsessed with videos
and talk about them the whole tme. Yeow are
more hkely 1o become ohsessad with the work &
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